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STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
Drpartuwut of Water Resources 


SACRAMENTO 
January 15, 1958 


HoNnoRABLE Goopwin J. KNiaHr, Governor, and 
Members of the Legislature of the 
State of California 


GENTLEMEN: There is transmitted herewith a supplement to Bulletin No. 21 
of the Department of Water Resources entitled, ‘‘Report on Irrigation and 
Water Storage Districts in California for 1951-1955.’’ This is the latest of a 


series of similar reports which have been published periodically since 1929. 


Irrigation and water storage districts are required by law to submit reports 
of their operations to the Department of Water Resources and the California 
Districts Securities Commission and to publish verified statements of their 
financial condition annually. Information contained in Bulletin No. 21 has been 
obtained from these reports and statements. The present supplement contains 


information on district activities for the period 1951-1955. 


Sh O BB 


HARVEY O. BANKS 
Director 


Very truly yours, 
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ORGANIZATIONAL CHANGES 


On July 5, 1956, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 52, Statutes of 1956, 
First Extra Session, the Department of Water Resources was created and placed 
under the control of a director appointed by the Governor. The department 
succeeded to, and is vested with, all the powers, duties, purposes, responsibilities, 
and jurisdiction vested in the former Division of Water Resources and the 
State Engineer, with the exception of certain powers pertaining to water rights 
which were vested in the State Water Rights Board. 


INTRODUCTION 


A series of reports on irrigation and water storage 
districts in the State of California were issued by the 
former Division of Water Resources of the Depart- 
ment of Public Works, to supplement and brine up to 
date the statistical information contamed in Bulletin 
No. 21, published in 1929. These reports, Bulletins 
Nos. 21-A through No. 21-P, cover the period from 
1930 through 1950. Hereafter, the suffix for the Bul- 
letin No. 21 series will be omitted. The title of supple- 
mental reports will be as shown on the cover of this 
report. 

This report contains information on 114 irrigation 
districts and four water storage districts for the five- 
year period, 1951-55. As of December, 1955, there 
were 4,940,000 acres within district boundaries. Over 
2,502,000 acres were reported irrigated. The districts 
reported total annual water diversions from wells and 
surface sources amounting to over 12,570,000) aere- 
feet. The reported assessed valuation exceeded $314,- 
000,000, while the total of all districts assets, current 
and fixed, exceeded $287,000,000. Total outstanding 
bonded indebtedness was reported to be more than 
$121,000,000. 

A comparison of data reported by individual dis- 
tricts for the year 1950 with that reported for the 
year 1955 shows an increase in total water diverted 
annually of approximately 1,334,000 acre-feet ; an in- 
crease in total area within district boundaries of about 


So 


703,000 acres, with an increase in total area irrigated 
of about 170,000 acres; an inerease in the total as- 
sessed valuation of the districts of over $59,745,000 ; 
and an inerease in total bonds outstandine of $48,- 
000,000. 

Of this latter figure, $41,500,000 represents out- 
standing bonds of the South San Joaquin and Oak- 
dale Irrigation Districts, which were issued to finance 
the Tri-Dam Project on the Stanislaus River, a joint 
undertaking. 

Irrigation and water storage districts are required 
by law to submit reports of their operations to the 
Department of Water Resourees and the California 
Districts Securities Commission, and to publish veri- 
fied statements of their financial condition annually. 
(Water Code, Sections 20025, 22335-22338, 24274, 
44428, 44429, 44431.) Information contained in this 
bulletin has been obtained from these reports and 
statements. 

No field work was performed to verify or check the 
data assembled. However, figures and statements from 
other sources have been compared and the tabular re- 
sults presented herein are believed to be reasonably 
correct. 

A map showing the names and locations of Cali- 
forma irrigation and water storage districts follows 
the ‘‘ Tables of Statistical Data.’’ 
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ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW DISTRICTS 


Six irrigation districts, encompassing a total area 
of 376,620 acres, were organized during the period, 
1951-55. All of the districts, in accordance with the 
provisions of the Water Code, were reported upon by 
the State Engineer prior to formation. 

This report ineludes descriptions of the six irriga- 


tion districts organized during the period, 1951-55. 
These districts are: (1) Central California Irrigation 
District; (2) Elk Grove Irrigation District; (3) Galt 
Irrigation District; (4) Kinneloa Irrigation District ; 
(5) South Bay Irrigation District, and (6) Tulelake 
Irrigation District. 


CENTRAL CALIFORNIA IRRIGATION DISTRICT 


Location: 


Date of Organization 
Election: 


Gross Area: 
Office Address: 


October 9, 1951 
150,000 acres 


The Central California Irrigation District was or- 
ganized to acquire the water rights, canals, and other 
works of the San Joaquin Canal Company, and to 
engage in the business of furnishing irrigation, mu- 
nicipal, and industrial water service to the area served 
by the canal company. Formation of the district was 
favorably reported upon by the State Engineer. Votes 
cast at the formation election were 1,288 for and 1,201 
against formation. 


History 


The original project was started in 1871 by the 
San Joaquin and Kings River Canal Company. The 
plans contemplated a combination irrigation-naviga- 
tion canal system, with the principal canals large 
enough for barge navigation for transporting goods 
to valley towns. Shortly after construction started, the 
then incomplete project was taken over by the San 
Joaquin and Kings River Canal and Irrigation Com- 
pany, later known as the San Joaquin Canal Com- 
pany, a subsidiary of the Miller and Lux interests. 
The Company completed what is now the principal 
main canal system in a period of less than 10 years. 
At about the same time, and extending through the 
years, a number of other smaller companies were or- 
ganized and irrigation systems were constructed 
throughout the San Joaquin River Basin. In 1936, the 
San Joaquin Canal Company acquired without cost 
the rights, title, and interests of (1) the Poso Canal 
Company, a mutual company with a system including 
over 86 miles of canals and ditches; (2) the Sullivan 
Extension of the Outside Canal, comprising 4.46 miles 
of canal, and (3) 1.33 miles of the San Luis Canal. 

In 1936 the Federal Government took steps toward 
the construction of the Central Valley Project. Under 
this project the San Joaquin Canal Company, alone 


830 Sixth Street, Los Banos 
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25 miles west of Merced, in the Counties of Fresno, Merced, and Stanislaus 


with a number of other irrigation companies, entered 
into an agreement with the Federal Government for 
the transfer and exchange of certain rights to divert, 
store, and distribute waters of the San Joaquin River. 
At the same time, agreements were made for the divi- 
sion of water between the several irrigation companies 
serving the area. The major portion of the San 
Joaquin Canal Company’s water supply was estab- 
lished by the provisions of these agreements. 

In January, 1950, action was initiated toward the 
formation of the Central California Irrigation Dis- 
trict, with the object of acquiring the San Joaquin 
Canal system of the Miller and Lux Company. Pro- 
ponents of the District presented a petition for forma- 
tion to the Merced County Board of Supervisors in 
February, 1951. Shortly after the final hearings held 
on August 1, 1951, the Miller and Lux Company filed 
suit against the Board of Supervisors, contesting the 
legality of the formation proceedings. On October 9, 
1951, with the suit still unsettled, an election was held 
with the majority vote favoring formation of a dis- 
trict. As a result, the Superior Court of Merced 
County on July 1, 1952, rendered a decision declaring 
the district to be a duly formed and existing irriga- 
tion district. The case was unsuccessfully appealed. 

Officials of the San Joaquin Canal Company and 
the newly formed irrigation district reached an agree- 
ment in March, 1953, concerning the sale of facilities 
of the canal company. A price of $4,200,000 was 
agreed upon for the purchase of the canal system, in- 
cidental properties, and water rights alone the San 
Joaquin River in Fresno, Merced, and Stanislaus 
Counties. With the approval of the California Dis- 
tricts Securities Commission, a bond election was held 
August 25, 1953. At this election, residents of the dis- 
trict approved the issuance of bonds by a vote of 
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1,492 to 224. The bonds were sold to the Bank of 
America at an average interest rate of 3.8796 per cent. 
The district assumed active control of the former San 
Joaquin Canal Company properties on January 1, 
1954. 


Description of District 

The district is located on the west side of the San 
Joaquin Valley, between the San Joaquin River and 
the Delta-Mendota Canal in Stanislaus, Merced, and 
Fresno Counties. In general, topography of the dis- 
trict area is flat or gently rolling. Elevations range 
generally from 200 feet on the west to 50 feet on the 
north near the San Joaquin River. The soils of the 
district are chiefly basin soils and soils of recent and 
older alluvial fan origin. According to a crop survey 
made in 1955, 134,460 aeres of the gross district area 
of 154,000 acres were irrigated. The crop distribution 
was as follows: 

Irrigated 
Crop acreage (1955) 


Alfalfa = z : 51,930 


Grain = Lo = 16,895 
Permanent pasture oes ae = 12.505 
Cotton —— —— = 11,748 
Rice a +5. : 10,050 
seans ee Paes — T.5SS 
Corn = — = 7,142 
Grass 2s te oe aa 5,585 


Orchard 


Truck crops _____ oe ae SE 3.857 
Other neldvcropss 2 = 4,628 
Total = See ee ee OL AGO 


The climate of the area is semiarid in nature. Sum- 
mers are long, hot, and dry, while the winters are 
usually mild. The average annual precipitation is 
approximately 10 inches. Killing frosts oceur at in- 
frequent intervals. 


The towns of Newman, Gustine, and Los Banos lie 
within the boundaries of the district. The urban pop- 
ulation within the district is approximately 9,500; the 
rural population is approximately 20,000. 

The district is adequately served by transportation, 
processing, and marketing facilities. 

The total assessed valuation placed on the district 
lands at the time of the formation was in excess of 
$14,860,000. 


Water Supply 


The water supply of the district is made available 
by a reservation of San Joaquin River water for 
‘‘crop lands’’ in Section 9(a) of the Contract for 
Purchase of Miller and Lux Water Rights, executed 
in July, 1939, between the United States and Miller 
and Lux, Incorporated. Another contract for ex- 
change of water, executed on July 27, 1939, between 
the United States and the San Joaquin, San Luis, 
Columbia, and Firebaugh Canal Companies, provided 
for substitution of a water supply from the Central 
Valley Project for the ‘‘erop land’’ reservation in 
Schedule 1 of the purchase contract, and guaranteed 
to these companies not less than 72 per cent of the 
maximum quantities to which they would be entitled 
under Schedule 1. 

The district has supplemented deficient water sup- 
plies from the San Joaquin River by pumping from 
ground water within the district and by purchasing 
Central Valley Project water from the United States. 

In the irrigation season of 1955, the district di- 
verted 600,000 acre-feet of water from its various 
sources and delivered 517,000 acre-feet to its cus- 
tomers both in and out of the district. 


ELK GROVE IRRIGATION DISTRICT 


Location: 


Date of Organization 
Election: 


Gross Area: 
Office Address: 


August 29, 1952 
84,000 acres 


The Elk Grove Irrigation District was organized 
for the purpose of negotiating with the United States 
for a supplemental water supply from Folsom Res- 
ervoir of the Central Valley Project. The State Engi- 
neer reported favorably upon formation of the dis- 
trict. Votes cast at the formation election were 679 
for and 38 against formation. 


Description of District 
The district comprises 84,000 acres lying entirely 


in Sacramento County, extending southerly from U.S. 
Highway 50 to the Cosumnes River, from the east 


P. O. Box 334, Elk Grove 


About 12 miles southeast of Sacramento in Sacramento County 


boundary of Mather Air Force Base to approximately 
two miles west of Lower Stockton Road. 

The topography is undulating to rolling in char- 
acter with a general slope from east to west. Eleva- 
tions range from 5 to 175 feet with the major portion 
of the district being below elevation 50 feet. 

The climate of the area is typical of the two-season 
climate of the lower Sacramento Valley, characterized 
by a long, dry, rather warm season from May through 
October, followed by a cool rainy season from Novem- 
ber through April. The average annual precipitation 
of about 17.5 inches occurs principally between De- 
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cember and March. Temperatures are seldom lower 
than 20° F. or higher than 100° F. The frost-free 
period normally exceeds eight months. The soils in 
the district are principally of the San Joaquin series, 
which are medium to heavy textured soils underlain 
with hardpan, and are best suited for shallow-rooted 
crops and irrigated pasture. Based on a survey con- 
ducted by the United States Bureau of Reclamation 
and modified by the former Division of Water Re- 
sources, the lands have been classified as follows: 


Land Gross Per cent 
classification acreage of total 
SS ee 1,200 1 
ie es = : T7400 ) 
ee ne et ee ee ST 
GR coh ae SE —== 3 
Motalls! === 100 


The ultimate net irrigable area is estimated to be 
about 68,000 acres, or 81 per cent of the lands in the 
district. 

Crop surveys conducted by the Bureau of Reclama- 
tion and the Division of Water Resources in 1950 and 
1951 showed that about 23,200 acres were under irri- 
gation distributed by crops as follows: 

Trrigated 


The total assessed valuation of the district in 1953 
was in excess of $2,000,000. 

The town of Elk Grove is the principal community 
located within the exterior boundaries of the district, 
but is excluded from the district. Major rail and high- 
way facilities serve the area. Marketing and processing 
facilities are provided by the cities of Sacramento and 
Stockton. 


Water Supply 


The lands within the district now being irrigated 
receive their water supply from wells or by pumping 
from drains in the district. In November, 1953, the 
water table in the district ranged from 10 feet to over 
110 feet from ground surface. Although the area is 
not yet fully developed, the average decline of the 
eroundwater table for the period 1946-1953 has been 
about 1.3 feet annually. 

Several small intermittent streams enter the dis- 
trict but do not carry an appreciable or dependable 
water supply. 

To develop the area fully, importation of water from 
an outside source is necessary. The Folsom South 
Canal, proposed by the United States Bureau of Ree- 
lamation, could supply the necessary water from the 
American River. 


GALT IRRIGATION DISTRICT 


Crop acres, 1950-51 
Raine Sy2s So Se Se eg C0019) 
Alfalfa 2.500 
Rice 300 
Truck 500 
TROT EC) Ss es ES ee eee 200 
Nusa Deets = = ee 2 = 300 
Deciduous orchards ____-_--_--__-- = 600 
Gerupes a ese ae - ON ed eS 3.400 
itive ang) eraine a ~  S 900 
NPISCELANEOUS eo = ae 500 

Rotale t= 2-s- =e eo eee SEEDS 200 
Location: 
Date of Organization 
Election: September 18, 1953 


31,000 acres 
P. O. Box 187, Herald 


Gross Area: 
Office Address: 


The Galt Irrigation District was formed for the pur- 
pose of obtaining a supplemental water supply for the 
district lands primarily from the American River via 
the proposed Folsom South Canal of the Central Val- 
ley Project, and from available ground water. For- 
mation of the district was favorably reported upon 
by the State Engineer. Votes cast at the formation 
election were 296 for and 6 against district formation. 


Description of District 

The district, with a gross area of approximately 
31,000 acres, lies within the south central area of Sac- 
ramento County, adjacent to and north of the town 
of Galt. 


In the vicinity of the town of Galt in Sacramento County 


The terrain of the district is chiefly of undulating 
character, sloping generally to the west at about eight 
feet per mile. Elevations range from 20 feet to 135 
feet, with the major portion of the district lying below 
elevation 70 feet. 

Approximately 77 per cent of the soils in the dis- 
trict are of the San Joaquin series and 17 per cent are 
of the Redding series. Small areas of soils of the Hon- 
cut, Bear Creek, Sacramento, and Alamo series are 
located along the flood plains of the minor tributaries 
that traverse the district. 

Although the topography is undulating and under- 
lain with hardpan, all of the land is capable of sup- 
porting irrigated agriculture, lending itself to the 
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growth of shallow-rooted crops and irrigated pasture. 
A crop survey was made by the United States Bureau 
of Reclamation and the Division of Water Resources 
in 1950, at which time the following irrigated crops 
were grown in the area: 
Trrigated 
Crop acreage, 1950 
Pasture 
Grapes : 
Vield crops—single 
Field crops—double 
Alfalfa 
Apricots 


Total 


In 1955, the total assessed valuation of the lands in 
the district was $605,000. 

The climate of the area is the two-season climate 
typical of the lower Sacramento Valley, characterized 
by long, dry, and warm summers, usually extending 
from May through October, followed by a cool and 
damp winter season from November through April. 
Temperatures range from an occasional 20° F. to over 
100° F. The frost-free season normally exceeds eight 
months. The average annual precipitation, most of 
which oceurs from December through March, is 
approximately 18 inches. 

The district is adequately served by transportation 
facilities. A main line of the Southern Pacific Rail- 


road, U. S. Highway 99-50, the Central California 
Traction Company, and numerous county roads tra- 
verse the district. Processing and marketing facilities 
are provided in the cities of Stockton, Lodi, and 
Sacramento. 

The largest community in the vicinity of the district 
is the town of Galt, with a population of approxi- 
mately 1,550. Several small communities are located 
within the district. 


Water Supply 


At present, the irrigation and domestic water 
requirements within the district are obtained by 
pumping from ground water. Annual changes in the 
elevation of the ground water table in the area are 
small. The depth to water in wells within the district 
in the fall of 1953 ranged from 20 to 60 feet. Inter- 
mittent surface flows occur in Laguna and Badger 
Creeks during periods of winter and spring rainfall, 
but serve only to contribute to ground water replenish- 
ment in zones bordering the creeks. The district could 
obtain an adequate water supply from Folsom Reser- 
voir when the Folsom South Canal is constructed. 
This canal could serve the entire Galt Irrigation Dis- 
trict by gravity, with the exception of small areas 
along the east boundary. 


KINNELOA IRRIGATION DISTRICT 


Location: 

Date of Organization 
Election: 

Gross Area: 


Office Address: 


September 29, 1953 
500 acres 


The Kinneloa Irrigation District was organized for 
the dual purpose of purchasing water from The Met- 
ropolitan Water District of Southern California 
through the Foothill Municipal Water District and 
purchasing a well and gravity system from the Kin- 
neloa Water Company. The State Engineer reported 
favorably upon formation of the district. 48 votes 
were cast in the formation election, all of which were 
favorable. 


History 


The Kinneloa Water Company (Kinneloa Canyon 
Kstates, Inc.) previously served the developed area of 
the district. The sources of water were the old Lock- 
hart (or Kinneloa Ranch) springs and tunnels located 
in the mountainous portion of the district. The com- 
pany owned a well located near Eaton Wash, and had 
an adjudicated right to pump 61 acre-feet annually 
from the underlying ground water basin. The company 
had not operated the well for some time prior to the 
district’s formation. The company’s right to pump 61 


3127 Doyne Road, Pasadena 


Two miles north of Pasadena, in Los Angeles County 


acre-feet of water was sold to other users each year 
under terms of an exchange agreement, which was 
made a part of the decree in the case of Pasadena v. 
Alhambra 33 C, 2d 908, 207 P. 2d 17. The district, 
except for about 150 acres of mountainous land, is 
included within the existing Foothill Municipal Water 
District. 


Description of District 

The district, with a gross area of 500 acres, hes 
entirely within Los Angeles County. The southern 
portion of the district adjoins the City of Pasadena 
on the east, extending easterly about 4,000 feet and 
northerly about 8,500 feet. Over 200 of the 500 acres 
in the district lie on the steeply sloping face of the 
San Gabriel Mountains. This area was included in 
the district primarily to protect the existing water 
supply, derived from springs and tunnels. The lands 
which are suitable for extensive development slope 
down from the toe of the mountains at an elevation 
of about 1,500 feet to the east bank of Eaton Wash, 
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at an elevation of about 1,100 feet, with an average 
slope over the greater portion of the area of approx- 
imately 400 feet per mile. The portion of the district 
lying on the steep slopes of the San Gabriel Mountains 
rises from the foot of the mountains to an elevation 
of over 3,300 feet. 

The excellent agricultural soils of the Hanford 
series cover most of the lower portion of the district. 
At the time of formation of the district, development 
in the lower portion was restricted to estates and first- 
class residential properties, together with a few small 
avocado groves. Much of the district area was com- 
prised of undeveloped brush land. The location of the 
district with respect to the Los Angeles Metropolitan 
area, its elevated position above The San Gabriel 
Valley, and the topography of the land within the 
district make a surburban type of development most 
probable. 

The assessed valuation of the lands included within 
the proposed district for the fiscal year 1952-53 was 
$452,320. 


The climate of the area is of a semitropic nature. 
Temperatures range from an infrequent low of 32° F. 
to over 100° F., with an average temperature of about 
62° F. Annual precipitation exceeds 19 inches. 

There are no towns located within the district. At 
the time of formation, the population of the district 
was approximately 300. The adjoining city of Pasa- 
dena has a population in excess of 100,000, while that 
of the nearby metropolitan area of Los Angeles is 
over 4,500,000. 


Water Supply 


The water supply for the developed area within the 
district originates in springs and tunnels located in 
the mountain portion of the district. During the pe- 
riod 1946-1952, an average of 48.14 acre-feet annually 
was diverted from this source, and used in the district. 
An additional supply is available through membership 
in the Foothill Municipal Water District, which is a 
component district of The Metropolitan Water Dis- 
trict of Southern California. 


SOUTH BAY IRRIGATION DISTRICT 


Location: 


Date of Organization 
Election: 


Gross Area: 
Office Address: 


March 16, 1951 
13,100 acres 


The South Bay Irrigation District was organized 
for the purpose of providing an agency that could 
effect annexation to the San Diego County Water 
Authority, and thus increase the area’s entitlement to 
Colorado River water. Annexation would also simplify 
the distribution of Colorado River water through the 
distribution system of the California Water and Tele- 
phone Company, by which the area is served. 

The State Engineer reported favorably upon forma- 
tion of the district. Votes cast at the formation elec- 
tion were 1,062 for and 101 against formation. 


History 

The general area in which the district is located 
was settled, and most of the present-day towns were 
laid out during the boom period starting with the 
completion of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe 
Railroad in 1885 and lasting through the year 1889. 
The City of Chula Vista was incorporated during this 
period by owners of the Rancho De La Nacion. The 
San Diego Land and Town Company was formed at 
this time for the purpose of real estate promotion. 

In 1886, the company started construction of the 
Sweetwater Dam on the Sweetwater River, with an 
impounding capacity of 27,700 acre-feet. In 1888, on 
completion of the dam and a distribution system, the 
company introduced a settlement plan under which 


371 E Street, Chula Vista 


About 312 miles south of San Diego city limits, in San Diego County 


a 20-acre tract of land, furnished with water, was 
supplied to each applicant who would agree to plant 
it to citrus and care for the orchard for at least five 
years. At the end of that time, the planter was deeded 
10 acres of his orchard, while the company retained 
the other 10 for sale to other prospects. This early 
promotion, plus the completion of the Atchison, To- 
peka, and Santa Fe Railroad, aided substantially in 
development of the area. 

In 1935, the Sweetwater Irrigation System of the 
San Diego Land and Town Company was acquired by 
the California Water and Telephone Company. The 
system was eventually expanded by the addition of 
Loveland Dam on the Sweetwater River, about 18 
miles above the existing Sweetwater Reservoir, with 
an impounding capacity of 25,400 acre-feet. This dam 
was completed in 1945. 

The proposal to form an irrigation district in the 
south San Diego Bay area was under consideration 
for a number of years prior to the aetual formation. 
The original plan was to organize all land served by 
the Sweetwater Division of the California Water and 
Telephone Company, including the incorporated areas 
of National City and Chula Vista and the Sweetwater 
Valley to the east. Petitions were cireulated, and, al- 
though the required number of individual signatures 
was obtained, the additional requirement that the pe- 
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titioners represent the owners of land comprising 20 
per cent of the assessed valuation of all land included 
in the proposed district was not accomplished. Organ- 
izers in National City then withdrew from the plan, 
but proponents for the district from Chula Vista and 
adjacent areas continued their efforts until the dis- 
trict was organized. 


Description of District 

The district is located entirely within San Diego 
County, extending along the south shore of San Diego 
Bay, between Sweetwater and the Otay River and 
inland along Sweetwater Valley to the vicinity of 
Sweetwater Dam. In fixing the boundary effort was 
made to stay within the service area of the California 
Water and Telephone Company. 

The topography in the northwestern portion of the 
district is irregular, with elevations varying from 85 
feet to 425 feet, and with slopes decreasing generally 
toward the Sweetwater Valley. The terrain in the 
western and southern end of the district is quite uni- 
form, with slopes of about 75 feet per mile toward the 
west. 

The climate along the bay shore is temperate, with 
a seasonal and daily range in temperature that is 
probably smaller than anywhere else in the State. A 
temperature above 90° F. seldom occurs, while a low 
of 32° F. is rare. However, temperature ranges inland 
from the shore and in the higher elevations are 
ereater. The average annual precipitation over the 
district area is approximately 11 inches. 

The soils of the district consist primarily of fine 
sandy loams. They are generally loose and friable, but 
have sufficient fines to retain moisture, and are well 
suited to irrigated agriculture. 

The principal crops grown in the district are vege- 
tables, with celery and tomatoes predominating, and 
citrus fruits, principally lemons. Because of the tem- 
perate climate, the growing of winter truck crops is 
an important industry, as they mature at a time when 
prices are attractive. The annual value of crops pro- 
duced in the district has been estimated to exceed 
$5,000,000. Lemon groves are being removed in many 
areas within the district to make way for the ever- 
expanding residential development or for more inten- 
sive types of cultivation. The assessed valuation of the 
district at the time of formation was $4,768,000. 


The City of Chula Vista and the communities of 
Lincoln Acres, Bonita, Sunnyside, Castle Park, Har- 
borside, and Otay are within the district. Chula Vista 
has a population of about 16,000, while the total 
population for the district is estimated to be 25,000. 
Adequate rail, highway, processing, and marketing 


facilities serve the area. 


Water Supply 


Completion of the Sweetwater Dam and distribu- 
tion system in 1888 by the San Diego Land and Town 
Company was the first important step in providing a 
local water supply for the valley and the bay shore 
areas in the vicinity of National City and Chula Vista. 
In 1945 the addition of Loveland Dam to the system 
by the California Water and Telephone Company, 
which acquired the original system in 1935, further 
increased the water supply. The California Water and 
Telephone Company has 13 wells in the valley below 
the Sweetwater Dam. Water was pumped directly 
from the wells into the system from 1945 to 1948, 
when Colorado River water was made available. These 
wells were then used to augment the water supply 
available from the reservoir during the low runoff 
years. They are now held in reserve for emergency 
and to permit recovery of the ground water levels. 

National City and Chula Vista became members of 
the San Diego County Water Authority when it was 
incorporated on June 9, 1944. In 1947, an emergency 
created by a deficient water supply confronted these 
two cities. The La Mesa-Sweetwater pipeline, through 
which Colorado River water would be supplied, was 
still under construction, and additional supplies could 
be obtained only through connections with the distri- 
bution lines of the City of San Diego. 

Under an agreement between the interested parties, 
a portion of the Colorado River water delivered 
through the aqueduct to San Vicente Reservoir was 
charged by the authority to the account of the dis- 
tressed agencies. Through interconnections, it was 
possible to deliver Colorado River water from San 
Vicente Reservoir directly to these agencies, and such 
deliveries began on November 24, 1947. This arrange- 
ment remained in force until the completion of the 
La Mesa-Sweetwater pipe line on May 14, 1948. De- 
livery of Colorado River water was then made to 
Chula Vista and National City through Sweetwater 
Reservoir and the distribution system of the Califor- 
nia Water and Telephone Company. 

The City of Chula Vista, as a member agency of 
the San Diego County Water Authority, is entitled 
to delivery of Colorado River water to supplement its 
water supply from the Sweetwater River. Distribution 
of Colorado River water to the city is made under 
terms of an agreement with the California Water and 
Telephone Company. The remaining area of the dis- 
trict is entitled to service from only the local supply. 
The organization of the district, followed by the an- 
nexation of the district to the San Diego County 
Water Authority in November, 1952, resulted in ob- 
taining Colorado River water for the entire area. 
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TULELAKE IRRIGATION DISTRICT 


Location: 
Date of Organization 


Election: March 11, 1952 
Gross Area: 93,419 acres 
Office Address: 325 Main Street, Tulelake 


The Tulelake Irrigation District was organized 
primarily for the purpose of contracting with the 
United States for repayment of the irrigation con- 
struction costs allocated to the Tule Lake Division of 
the Klamath Project. 


History 

The United States Reclamation Service began a 
preliminary reconnaissance of the Klamath area in 
1903. The Klamath Project was authorized by the 
Secretary of the Interior in 1905. One of the princi- 
pal features of the project was the reclamation of the 
Tule Lake bed. 

The work began in 1909 and was accomplished over 
a period of years. The project included Clear Lake 
and Gerber Reservoirs, controlling runoff of Lost 
River ; the Lost River Diversion works, through which 
1,200 second-feet (later enlarged to 2,000 second-feet ) 
could be diverted from Lost River to the Klamath 
River; and the Lower Lost River Diversion Dam and 
accompanying canal, distribution, and drainage sys- 
tems. These features greatly reduced the flow into 
Tule Lake and, by 1940, resulted in the reclamation 
and full development of 33,000 acres of the former 
lake bed. Further investigations in 1940 resulted in 
the finding that construction of additional works to 
increase the acreage reclaimed from the lake bed was 
justified. In 1942, works consisting of pumps, canals, 
and a tunnel to the Lower Klamath Lake area, of suffi- 
cient capacity to remove 150 second-feet (later en- 
larged to 250 second-feet) of water from the Tule 
Lake sump to the Klamath River by way of Lower 
Klamath Lake were completed. 

Development of the Tule Lake lands has been, of 
necessity, a long-time but steadily progressive pro- 
gram. As lands were reclaimed, they were opened for 
homesteading. This program has resulted in the recla- 
mation of about 47,500 acres of homestead lands. In 
addition, about 17,000 acres are less completely pro- 
tected and are leased subject to occasional flooding. 
Diversion works and two reservoirs are operated in 
conjunction with a diked sump covering approxi- 
mately 13,000 acres of the original lake bed to protect 
lands that have been reclaimed. The reclaimed area 
of the Tule Lake bed became developed and settled to 
such an extent that a water district could be formed 
to negotiate for repayment of construction costs allo- 
cated to benefited lands pursuant to the Reclamation 
Act of June 17, 1902 (32 Stat. 388). Consequently, 


Adjacent to the Oregon-California boundary in Siskiyou and Modoc Counties 


on Mareh 11, 1952, the Tulelake Irrigation District 
was organized. 


Description of District 


The district is located in Siskiyou and Modoe 
Counties and includes the land formerly in the Tule 
Lake Division of the Klamath Project. The major 
portion of the area consists of lands reclaimed from 
the bed of Tule Lake. The terrain is flat and slopes 
toward the sump area at a rate of about three feet 
per mile. Elevations range generally from 4,100 feet 
in the northwest portion of the district to 4,030 feet 
near the sump area. 

The soils over most of the district are lacustrine in 
origin and are quite similar throughout the area. Sur- 
face soils vary from a sandy loam to a heavy clay 
loam, with the heavier soils found in the southern 
portion of the old Tule Lake bed. The surface soil 
usually contaims a high percentage of organic matter 
and varies considerably in depth throughout the dis- 
trict. This soil is the most recent sedimentary deposit 
and in most cases has been modified by cultural prac- 
tices to become a friable and very productive soil. 
With the exception of the sandy outer portion of the 
old lake bed, the subsoils of the district are generally 
a combination of yoleanic material and a diatomaceous 
deposit. This combination results in a very unusual 
subsoil which, when wet or moist, is slimy and plastie 
and has a rubbery consistency. When dry, it is chalky, 
and crumbles easily when exposed to air. It has an 
enormous water-holding capacity and a texture that 
varies from that of a loam to that of a heavy clay. 

A comprehensive soil classification for the district 
has not been made. However, from data that are 
available, much of the district lands would be classi- 
fied by United States Bureau of Reclamation stand- 
ards as Class 1 or Class 2 lands. In 1954, the total 
assessed valuation of all lands in the district, includ- 
ing improvements, exceeded $3,900,000. 

The climate of the area is semiarid in nature. Aver- 
age annual precipitation is approximately 10 inches, 
most of which occurs during the winter season, al- 
though some precipitation can be expected in every 
month of the year. The average monthly temperatures 
range from 28° F. in January to 66° F. in July, with 
minimum and maximum temperatures near 0° F. and 
96° F., respectively. The frost-free period averages 
about 100 days. 

The Tule Lake area has developed into a rich agri- 
cultural community producing excellent crops, al- 
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though climatological factors somewhat limit the 
variety. The principal crops in the district are barley, 
potatoes, alfalfa, and alsike clover seed. The lack of 
processing facilities restricts the growing of many 
crops, such as table vegetables and sugar beets. 

The Upper Klamath Basin offers very little in the 
way of an agricultural processing industry, but is 
well served with transportation facilities. It is trav- 
ersed by both the Southern Pacific Railroad and the 
Great Northern Railway, both of which have numer- 
ous sidings in the area. State Highway 139 also passes 
through the middle of the area. The principal, and 
nearest, large markets are Portland, Oregon, and 
Sacramento and the San Francisco Bay area in Cali- 
fornia. The only community located within the dis- 
trict is the town of Tulelake, which has an estimated 
population of 1,100. The nearest large community is 
the City of Klamath Falls, Oregon, located about 30 
miles to the northwest. 


Water Supply 

The Tule Lake area is supplied with water from 
both Lost River and Klamath River. Diversion to the 
main canal serving the area is made from Lost River. 
However, Klamath River water can be supplied to 
Lost River via a connecting diversion canal (two- 
directional flow), or through the ‘‘A’’ (main) canal. 
Lost River provides practically all of the natural 
drainage for higher project lands and makes possible 


multiple re-use of return flow from water applied for 
irrigation at higher elevations in the basin. Most of 
the supply to the Tule Lake area consists of such re- 
turn flows, supplemented as necessary by Klamath 
River water. Studies made by the United States Bu- 
reau of Reclamation indicate that the water supply 
available from the Lost and Klamath Rivers is ample 
for the district’s requirements. The quality of the 
water supply is excellent for irrigation purposes. 


Irrigation and Drainage 


Most of the irrigation and drainage systems in the 
Tulelake Irrigation District were constructed by the 
United States Bureau of Reclamation prior to open- 
ing the lands to homesteading. Until 1956, operation 
and maintenance of project works was performed by 
government crews, and water was supplied to the dis- 
trict lands on a water rental basis. Charges were 
based on annual operation and maintenance costs. The 
rates did not include any component for repayment 
of construction costs. 

The contract entered into by the United States and 
the Tulelake Irrigation District on September 10, 
1956, however, provides for repayment of that part of 
the construction cost of the Klamath Project which is 
allocated to lands within the district, and for opera- 
tion and maintenance of certain project works by the 
district including the irrigation and drainage systems. 


DISSOLUTION OF DISTRICTS 


Dissolution of a district may be accomplished by 
either voluntary or involuntary procedure. Chapters 4 
and 5 of Part 11, Division 11, of the Water Code es- 
tablishes the procedures necessary to carry out volun- 
tary and inyoluntary dissolution. 

With respect to voluntary dissolution, a majority of 
titleholders of land, who also own a majority of as- 
sessed value of the land in the district, may propose 
dissolution by filing a petition, signed by them, with 
the district board of directors. Upon the filing of the 
petition, the district board is required to call a dissolu- 
tion election. Should two-thirds of the votes cast be in 
favor of dissolution, the district must then file a 
petition to determine the validity of the proceedings 
with the superior court of the principal county in 
which the district is situated. Upon making such deter- 
mination, disposing of all contests and decreeing the 
manner of dissolution, and upon final distribution of 
all property of the district, the court is required to 
enter a final decree declaring the district dissolved. 

With respect to involuntary dissolution, an action 
in the superior court of the county may be brought 
by the Attorney General in the name of the people 
of the State for the dissolution of an inactive district. 


Before trial, the court may direct the Department of 
Water Resources to make an investigation and report 
such facts as are deemed pertinent, or which may be 
necessary to enable the court to determine the ques- 
tion of dissolution. After the court has entered a final 
judgement of dissolution, the county board of super- 
visors and appropriate county officers become ex-officio 
directors and officers of the district for the purpose 
of terminating its activities. 

It is often difficult to obtain accurate information 
regarding the status of defunct districts after a num- 
ber of years have elapsed. The actual proof as to date 
and the record of the dissolution of a district is not 
always readily available. Records of the Department 
of Water Resources indicate that the Baxter Creek 
Irrigation District and the Tracy-Cloyer Irrigation 
District were dissolved during the period 1951-55. 

Following are brief histories of the two distriets up 
to the time of their dissolution. Further information 
ean be found in Bulletin No. 21, ‘‘Ivrigation Districts 
in California,’ 1929, published by the Department 
of Public Works, Division of Engineering and Irri- 


gation. 


BAXTER CREEK IRRIGATION DISTRICT 


Location: 
Date of Organization 
Election: February 8, 1917 
Date of Dissolution 
Decree: October 4, 1954 
Gross Area: 9,336 acres 


The district was organized following a favorable 
report by the State Engineer, primarily to increase 
the area irrigated by the waters of Baxter Creek. The 
district planned to build an earthfill dam across 
Baxter Creek to augment the short summer supply of 
water. Bonds in the amount of $310,000 were voted 
for the project. However, studies made under the di- 
rection of the State Water Commission indicated that 
the water supply for the project was inadequate, and 
that water rights were questionable. The State Bond 
Certification Commission was unwilling to certify the 
bonds until the problems of water supply and water 
rights were settled. 

In 1920, the Tule Irrigation District was formed, 
comprising 15,000 acres of land lying in Honey Lake 
Valley located north of Honey Lake and east of the 
Baxter Creek Irrigation District. This district was or- 
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North of Honey Lake in Honey Lake Valley, Lassen County 


eanized in anticipation of obtaining a water supply 
by tapping Eagle Lake, which lies in a closed basin 
approximately 15 miles northwest of Susanville. The 
Eagle Lake project consisted of a tunnel from Eagle 
Lake about one mile in length, sidehill canals, flumes, 
a siphon across the Susan River approximately three 
miles in length, and a skeleton distribution system. 

A study by the State Water Commission showed 
that by materially reducing the evaporating surface 
of Eagle Lake, and by developing water from local 
sources, sufficient water could be obtained to irrigate 
25,000 acres of land, enough for the acreage within 
the Tule Irrigation District plus 10,000 additional 
acres. The State Engineer approved the project with 
stipulations pertaining to construction and manage- 
ment of the system, and construction was started. 
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In the meantime, the Baxter Irrigation District had 
met with little success in resolving its problems. In 
expectation of obtaining water from the Eagle Lake 
project, the district abandoned its original plan for 
storage on Baxter Creek and entered into an agree- 
ment with the Tule Irrigation District by which the 
system diverting water from Eagle Lake would be 
jointly owned by the two districts, with the exception 
of certain features which were to be owned separately. 
The cost of purchasing the system from the project 
promoter was set by agreement at $50 an acre, or a 
total of $1,250,000. The State Bond Certification Com- 
mission approved six per cent bonds in the amount of 
$511,000 for the Baxter Creek Irrigation District and 
$806,000 for the Tule Irrigation District. The bonds 
were sold at 95 per cent of par value, yielding $1,250,- 
000, or $50 an acre. 

The Eagle Lake project was not successful. The 
tunnel intake was constructed at a higher elevation 
than originally planned. The water level of the lake 
was lowered to the elevation of the intake, and, due 
to drought conditions, the water level did not subse- 
quently rise sufficiently to supply the districts with 
the necessary water. The intake was lowered several 
times at great expense, but the lake continued to re- 
cede. The system deteriorated to a point where it was 
not economically feasible to rehabilitate it. Money 
spent on the project was a complete loss. The districts, 
in failing to make beneficial use of the water of Eagle 
Lake in the time granted, lost their appropriative 
rights. 

In 1945, approval was sought for a proposed plan 
under which landowners and creditors would agree to 


settle the more than $3,000,000 indebtedness of the 
Tule and Baxter Creek Irrigation Districts. The debt 
included outstanding bonds in the amount of $1,317,- 
000, none having been redeemed, together with accrued 
interest, penalties, and outstanding warrants. Under 
the proposed plan, a redemption value was set for each 
tract of land in the districts. When the landowner 
paid such sum to the trustee for the creditors, his land 
would be released from all liability for future assess- 
ments levied to pay the indebtedness of the districts. 
Otherwise, his land would be deeded by the district to 
the trustee for the creditors. 

On January 3, 1946, the Federal Court in Saera- 
mento made its decree granting the landowners’ plea 
in bankruptey and approving the program worked 
out with the bondholders’ committee. Under the pro- 
eram approved by the court, the landowners could 
redeem their property from the bondholders for a 
total sum approximating $130,700, or 3.3 per cent of 
the total indebtedness. Arrangements were made in 
August, 1948, for the surrender of the outstanding 
bonds and for obtaining a final decree in the bank- 
ruptey proceedings, both districts having fulfilled 
their obligations under the plan entered into between 
the landowners and bondholders. 

The Attorney General, upon recommendation of the 
California Districts Securities Commission, petitioned 
the Superior Court of Lassen County for dissolution 
of the Baxter Creek Irrigation District. The court 
found that the district had no assets or liabilities and 
declared the district dissolved in a judgement entered 
by default, Case No. 7903, on October 4, 1954. 


TRACY-CLOVER IRRIGATION DISTRICT 


Location: 


Date of Organization 
Election: 


Date of Dissolution 
Decree: 


Gross Area: 


May 9, 1922 


January 25, 1954 
1,110 acres 


The district was organized, after a favorable report 
by the State Engineer, for the purpose of acquiring 
and operating a privately owned irrigation system, 
including water rights, rights of way, and easements, 
that had served the lands in the district since 1914. 

The water supply for the district was pumped, 
under riparian rights, from the Barge Canal, an arti- 
ficial waterway used as an intake from Tom Paine 
Slough, tributary to Old River, a branch of the San 
Joaquin River. 

The district proposed a bond issue of $55,500 for 
the purchase and reconstruction of the irrigation sys- 
tem. The State Bond Certification Commission reported 


One mile north of Tracy, San Joaquin County 


favorably on an issue of $52,170 at six per cent. The 
bonds were voted by the district, and the property 
was purchased. 

From the beginning, the district operated in a con- 
dition of chronic delinquency and first defaulted on 
bond interest payments in January, 1933. In October, 
1933, the district made application to the Reconstrue- 
tion Finance Corporation for a loan of $20,868 under 
provisions of the Emergency Farm Mortgage Act of 
1933. Proceeds of the loan would be used for the 
purpose of reducing and refinancing the outstanding 
indebtedness, including outstanding bonds and pay- 
ment of interest in default, at approximately 334 
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cents on a dollar. The Reconstruction Finance Corpo- 
ration authorized a loan of $20,000, permitting the 
district to offer settlement at 35.538 cents on the dol- 
lar. One bondholder refused settlement, but over 90 
per cent of the bonds were deposited, which was 
enough to insure the success of the plan. The district 
operated under the jurisdiction of the Districts Secur- 
ities Commission from 1933 until 1941. The refunding 
bonds were retired with a final payment of $10,000 
in 1951. 


By 1953, less than one-half of the 1,100 acres in the 
district was under cultivation, due to surburban ex- 
pansion of the City of Tracy into the district area. 
Most of the land still in use for farming was irrigated 
from wells drilled by the landowners. The district had 
little reason for continuing in existence and, conse- 
quently, voted for voluntary dissolution. The district 
was dissolved on January 25, 1954, by order of the 
Superior Court for San Joaquin County, Court Case 
No. 55450. 


OTHER CHANGES IN DISTRICT ORGANIZATION 


The annexation of one irrigation district to another 
is accomplished by the procedures provided in Article 
5, Chapter 3, Part 11, Division 11 of the Water Code. 


EL CAJON IRRIGATION DISTRICT 


The only annexation to take place during the pe- 
riod 1951-55 was the annexation of the El Cajon 
Irrigation District to the La Mesa, Lemon Grove, 
and Spring Valley Irrigation District on August 27, 
1954. The name of the combined district was changed 
to the Helix Irrigation District on July 1, 1956. 

The La Mesa District was an old and well estab- 
lished district, having been formed on October 17, 
1913, and was the largest district in southern Cali- 
fornia in which residential development predominated 
over agriculture. The distriet received water prin- 
cipally from the Colorado River through The Metro- 
politan Water District of Southern California and 
the San Diego County Water Authority. 

The El Cajon District, at the time of annexation, 
was relatively new, having been formed on Novem- 
ber 17, 1950. A large portion of the acreage in the 
district was agricultural, the remaining portion con- 
sisting of subdivided lands with homes and small 
businesses. It was anticipated that, when water be- 
came available, agriculture in the district would 
rapidly give way to urban development. The district 
was formed in order to acquire water from the Colo- 
rado River. 

Both distriets were located in San Diego County 
just east of the City of San Diego. The El Cajon Dis- 
trict was located primarily in El Cajon Valley, and 
was composed of many noncontiguous parcels of land. 
The portion of the La Mesa District that was located 
in El Cajon Valley was also made up of noncontigu- 
ous parcels. Some parcels in both districts were sur- 
rounded by lands of the other district. 

The El Cajon Irrigation District applied for an- 
nexation to the San Diego County Water Authority 
and The Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
California in March, 1951, for the purpose of obtain- 
ing water from the Colorado River. It was evident 
that the El Cajon District should become a part of 
the La Mesa District, or should operate in conjunc- 
tion with it, in order to avoid duplication of trans- 
mission and distribution lines. The terms and condi- 
tions for annexation submitted by the San Diego 
County Water Authority and the Metropolitan Water 
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District to the El Cajon District in April, 1951, im- 
cluded a requirement that the district make some 
arrangement to unite with the La Mesa District. 

From June, 1951, to February, 1954, studies were 
conducted by the El] Cajon and La Mesa Districts to 
determine the desirability, costs, and terms of a 
merger. From the beginning, both districts looked 
favorably upon a merger, but the La Mesa District 
objected to uniting under the procedure provided in 
the Water Code for consolidation of two or more 
irrigation districts (Chapter 3, Part 11, Division 11), 
having no desire to lose its identity and thus jeop- 
ardize its established standing in the bond market. 
The proposed merger of the E] Cajon and La Mesa 
Districts was made possible by a new annexation act 
(Article 5, Chapter 3, Part 11, Division 11, Water 
Code, added by Chapter 1550, statutes of 1953) 
tailored to permit the joinder of the two districts 
without the objectionable creation of a new agency. 
The annexation of the El Cajon District to the La 
Mesa District proceeded without undue difficulty, and 
in February, 1954, the Boards of Directors of the two 
districts, at a joint meeting, passed resolutions agree- 
ing to the terms of the annexation, following closely 
the recommendations of the State Engineer. 


Among others, the terms of annexation included 
provisions that the El Cajon District authorize bonds 
in the amount of $2,750,000 for the construction of 
a distribution system for the district and for connec- 
tion to the existing system of the La Mesa District, 
and that the El Cajon District petition for and attain 
annexation to the San Diego County Water Authority 
and the Metropolitan Water District in order to ob- 
tain Colorado River water. Pursuant thereto, the El 
Cajon District passed a $2,750,000 bond issue on June 
15, 1954. At an election held July 20, 1954, the voters 
in the El Cajon and La Mesa Districts voted over- 
whelminely in favor of merging. 

By August 27, 1954, the El Cajon District had 
made a final audit, paid all current debts, and trans- 
ferred all office equipment to the La Mesa District, 
thereby completing the annexation. At an election 
held November 23, 1954, the voters of the El Cajon 
District voted in favor of annexation to The Metro- 
politan Water District of Southern California and the 
San Diego County Water Authority, and the annexa- 
tion became effective for all purposes on December 
20, 1954. 


ACTIVITIES OF CALIFORNIA DISTRICTS SECURITIES COMMISSION 
AND DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES WITH REFER- 
ENCE TO PUBLIC WATER DISTRICTS 


The activities of the California Districts Securities 
Commission during the first years of its existence were 
to a large extent concerned with the urgent problem 
of assisting defaulting districts to refinance and reor- 
ganize on a sound basis. In the years following, the 
continued development of agricultural lands in the 
State by improvement of existing facilities and con- 
struction of new facilities by existing districts and 
newly formed districts, resulted in an increasing num- 
ber of applications from such districts seeking ap- 
proval of the issuance of warrants or bonds to finance 
district works. In many instances, districts not re- 
quired by law to have their bonds approved by the 
commission for certification have done so in order to 
improve the marketability of the issues and to secure 
lower rates of interest. 

Since 1947, the commission has reviewed and re- 
ported on contracts proposed to be executed between 
the United States and a number of districts for water 
supphed from federal projects, for construetion of 
distribution systems within the districts by the United 
States, or for both a water supply and a distribution 
system. 

It is the practice of the commission to refer such 
applications and contracts to the Department of 
Water Resources (formerly the State Engineer) for 
an investigation and report to the commission covering 
adequacy of the water supply and determination of 
engineering and economic feasibility. 

In view of the continual increase in district activ- 
ities, the following statement describes the functions 
of the California Districts Securities Commission and 
the Department of Water Resources as these functions 
relate to public water districts. 


FUNCTIONS OF THE DISTRICTS SECURITIES 
COMMISSION 


The California Districts Securities Commission, cre- 
ated by Chapter 1073, Statutes of 1931 (now codified 
in Division 10 of the Water Code), is composed of five 
members: The Attorney General, the Director 
Water Resources, the Superintendent of Banks, and 
two other members appointed by the Governor. The 


of 


chief statutory functions of the commission, so far as 


irrigation districts are concerned, are: 


9 


3) 


1. To investigate and report upon the affairs of dis- 
tricts and the feasibility of proposed works, following 
receipt of a request from the district for approval of 
district bonds for certification as legal investments. 
Following a favorable determination, the Commission 
approves such bonds for certification by the State 
Controller as legal investments for funds of banks, 
insurance and trust companies, State school funds, 
trust funds, and any funds which may legally be in- 
vested in bonds of cities, counties, school districts, or 
municipalities in the State. (Water Code, Sections 
20040-20066. ) 

2. To supervise the sale and expenditure of the 
proceeds of bonds which have been certified for legal 
investments. (Water Code, Sections 20080-20087. ) 

3. To approve issuance of certificates of deposit for 
certified bonds. (Water Code, Sections 20100-20107. ) 

4. To investigate and approve contracts and leases 
for property entered into by irrigation distriets in 
cases Involving annual expenditures exceeding certain 
minimum amounts. (Water Code, Section 24253.) 

5. To investigate and approve all contracts for lease 
or sale of surplus water by irrigation districts. (Water 
Code, Section 22260.) 

6. To examine and report upon certain contracts 
entered into with the United States pursuant to the 
Irrigation District Federal Cooperation Law. (Water 
Code, Sections 23222, 23286.) 

7. To approve issuance of warrants and levy of 
assessments by improvement districts, when such war- 
rants are made payable over a period of time in excess 
of ten years. (Water Code, Sections 23670.1, 23811.) 

8. To approve the issuance of time warrants 1m ex- 
cess of one-fourth of one per cent of the assessed land 
valuation. (Water Code, Section 24628.5.) 

9. To approve plans for extending times of matur- 
ity for bonds and warrants. (Water Code, Sections 
24763, 24764.) 

10. 
issues. 

11. To approve issuance of refunding bonds ( Water 
Code, Sections 25036-25041), the modification thereof 
(Water Code, Sections 25090-25114), and the amount 
of any refunding bond sinking fund. (Water Code, 
Section 25061.) 


To investigate and report upon proposed bond 
(Water Code, Sections 24958-24961.) 
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12. To approve issuance of revenue bonds. (Water 
Code, Section 25241.) 

13. To approve allocation of district revenues to a 
reserve fund established to pay the interest or prin- 
cipal of any district bonds (Water Code, Section 
280), approve call and redemption of bonds prior 


to maturity (Section 25300), approve sale of bonds 
at private sale (Section 25333), and approve terms 
for exchange of refunding bonds. (Section 25335. ) 

14. To survey the financial needs of defaulting dis- 
tricts and report to county board of supervisors on 
failure of district to levy assessments. (Water Code, 
Section 26500. ) 

Certain functions of the commission apply to water 
storage districts, water conservation districts, county 
water districts, county water works districts, public 
utility districts, reclamation districts, drainage dis- 
tricts, and similar districts. If the bonds of such 
districts are certified pursuant to the provisions of 
the Districts Securities Commission Law, such dis- 
tricts subsequently come under the supervision of the 
commission, 

The commission was established in 1931 as the re- 
sult of a special legislative investigation condueted 
for the purpose of assisting irrigation districts and 
other districts in efforts to reduce their indebtedness 
and improve their credit standing, and to obtain fi- 
nancing for needed improvements at reasonable rates 
of interest. 

During the years immediately following, the com- 
mission approved the refinancing plans of 59 districts 
that had defaulted on principal and interest payments 
due on outstanding bonds, involving the issuance of 
refundine bonds in the amount of $70,202,000. The 
successful refinancing of these distriets did much to 
restore the credit standing of irrigation districts and 
other districts throughout the State, and assisted them 
in securing financing on a favorable basis for projects 
developed in later years. The success of the refinane- 
ing program is evidenced today by the fact that none 
of the refinanced districts are delinquent in payment 
of bond interest and principal. Many districts have 
decreased their outstanding debts by making substan- 
tial principal payments in advance of maturity dates. 

Statistics concerning the commission’s activities 
since its organization in 1931 to January 1, 1956, 


include: 
Number of districts reporting to Commission as of 
December 31, 1955 141 
Number of refinancing plans approved by commis- 
sion a) 


Number of orders issued by commission approving 
the feasibility of distriet projects involving the 
issuance of new bonds 58 
Number of orders issued by commission approving 
new bonds as eligible for certification by the 


State Controller 50 


Number of orders issued by commission approving 
issuance of warrants —_ = ey Lo 

Number of water service contracts between the 
United States and districts examined and re- 
ported upon by commission Ee 33 

Number of contracts between the United States 
and districts for repayment of facilities con- 
structed by the United States examined and re- 
ported upon by the commission capa ily 

Total amount of district bonds and war- 
rants outstanding as of June 30, 1955 

Total amount of district refunding bonds 
issued pursuant to approved refinane- 
ing plans 


$85,144,200 


$70,202,000 


Principal amount of new distriet bonds 
approved by commission as eligible for 


certification by State Controller — $115,485,500 


Principal amount of district warrants ap- 


proved by commission — a $7,093,200 


Total amount of repayment contracts for 
facilities constructed by the United 
States examined and reported on by 


the commission ae ne $70,990,000 


Information regarding contracts between irrigation 
districts and the United States which have been 
passed upon by the California Districts Securities 
Commission as of December, 1955, is presented in 


Table A. 


FUNCTIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT 
OF WATER RESOURCES 


The Department of Water Resources is charged by 
law with various functions in connection with the for- 
mation and operation of certain types of districts. 
These duties include the following : 

1. Provide information, so far as it may be practi- 
cable, to persons contemplating the formation of irri- 
vation districts. (Water Code, Section 20625.) 

2. Investigate and report in writing upon the feasi- 
bility of proposed irrigation districts prior to forma- 
tion. (Water Code, Sections 20820-20824. ) 

3. The Department may, at any time, make an ex- 
amination of the affairs of any irrigation district or 
call upon the authorities of the district for any in- 
formation it desires and make any report thereon it 
deems advisable. (Water Code, Section 22338.) 

4. Investigate and report to the board of directors 
of an irrigation district concerning construction work 
financed from the proceeds of certified bonds. (Water 
Code, Section 22335.) 

5. Investigate and report upon proposals to consoli- 
date two or more county water districts, recommend- 
ing final boundaries and the apportionment of any 
outstanding (Water Code, Sections 
32670-32672. ) 

6. Numerous duties in connection with the forma- 
tion and operation of water storage districts, under 
Division 14 of the Water Code. 


indebtedness. 
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TABLE A 


CONTRACTS ENTERED INTO BETWEEN UNITED STATES AND IRRIGATION DISTRICTS WHICH HAVE BEEN PASSED 
UPON BY CALIFORNIA DISTRICTS SECURITIES COMMISSION TO DECEMBER, 1955 


Maximum annual Maximum 
Dates of action on contract water supply obligation incurred 
Type —_ 
Contracting district or agency of } 
contract | District Special Executed | Confirmed Class I Class IT Water Con- 
| Securities district by by superior} water, in water, in service struction 
Commission} election district court acre-feet | acre-feet j annually repayment 
Friant-Kern Canal 
Delano-Earlimart ID ----_----------------- 9d-Se 11/27/50 7/10/51 8 108,800 74,500 
Delano-Earlimart ID __ 9d* 5/26/52 7/ 8/52 (9 SY BV Id (ER See Se ee ete eee _— 
Lite ee ee eee 9d-9e 5/29/50 O/2OF50R Wife S70) |= oe ee an ee ae an |e 
Pexeter Te)! 2S = Sas == sae Ss-sessece 9d-9e* 4/27/53 6/30/53 T/2 11,500 19,000 
CE DTIS Tt 1) Se eee 9d-9e 7/ 7/49 8/23/49 9/2 7,700 | 7,900 
ennhoe Ti - = -- .-=--.------===--- -| 9d* 1/28/52 3/12/52 LW Dy Gy Ad ee (See ee ee 
Fandmore DD -<=--=-=-.---=—=----- _| 9d-9e 12/10/48 1/18/49 2/2 33,000 | 22,000 
Phorimore ED 288 = 2 se = 222. | 9d* 325/500 ledyoo 7524 MLO PLa poe |e ee eee ee eee 
Lindsay Strathmore ID_-_-___--____--__-- | Ge 5/27/48 7/20/48 8 30,000 | 1,600 
Zindsay-Strathmore ID_-_---__-_.--------- | 9d GY Ra YAU | I POY GO ela RGU LC ee Ne eB Pee | ee 
Lindsay-Strathmore ID-_----_------------- | 9d* 1/28/52 | 3/11/52 OY pe WG NR ee SOO) (een se) Pee eh ee ee ee 
amemitnleiivertD) 220 8 eS 9e 1/29/51 3/ 6/51 5 40,000 267,700 
Orange Cove ID --| Ye 3/16/49 4/22/49 HP2OVAG I far fA ee a ce ee 
Prreinipe GOVE wey = Se | Ge* 1/13/55 | 2/25/55 2/2 39,200 136,500 
Porterville ID Ge | 11/ 8/51 | 1/ 3/52] 1 16,000 29,700 
UT 6 0 ee 9d-9e | 11/27/50 1/20/51 2 15,300 32,890 
lta ee a 9d-9e* : e I, mone, |) eee ee eee eae ee Se 
Benbatter-W asco LD-_ -.--.-=--2=-- 252-2 22-2 9d-9e 12/ 6/54 1/18/55 3 50,000 39,600 234,400 10,250,000 
DTIC DS ee ee 9d-9e 6/26/50 | 11/ 7/50 | 12 O00 s ae 26,959 777,000 
Se 5/29/50 7/18/50 9 29000) | == 101,500 |_ S 
Ge 7/31/50 | 9/ 7/50 | 10 30,000 141,000 105,000 |_------___-- 
Madera Canal 
Minera De. ees 2 oa oe gs ease | 9d-Se | 3/26/51 5/ 9/51 5/14/51 | Litigation 85,000 186,000 576,500 8,320,000 
| 
Solano Project 
ESTO MOODS on an es as ass—=-=-| Ge 6/ 7/55 6/21/55 G/28/00) | F 141°000) |= == = —=— =] SC GAs I] |e hag ee 
| 
Delta-Mendota Canal | | | 
US PE AT 1 RS eee | 9e 4/27/53 | 7/ 7/53 | 7/14/53 | 12/18/53 | 20/000) | === | 70/000! |22e=2 eS 
Sly Park Unit | 
LL DDD Rs ee Ge | 5/ 1/33 6/ 9/53 6/15/53 | 1/23/54 20/000 |S | 87,000) === 
| | 


* Amendatory or supplementary contract. 


§d—Repayment contracts for the construction of distribution systems entered into pursuaxt to Section 


9(d) of the Reclamation Project Act of 1939. 


Ge—Water service contracts entered into pursuant to Section 9(e) of the Reclamation Project Act of 1939. 


In addition to miscellaneous statutory duties im- 
posed upon it by various other district acts, the De- 
partment of Water Resources, under Division 10 of 
the Water Code is required: 

1. To make inspections from time to time of the 
progress of works financed from the proceeds of 
certified bond issues and to report thereon to the 
California Districts Securities Commission. 

2. To approve, on behalf of the commission, any 
deviation from plans or expenditure schedules pre- 


viously approved by the commission if, in the judg- 
ment of the department, such deviation is reasonable 
and proper. 


3. To make written reports to the commission upon 
the completion of the work to the satisfaction of the 
department, submitting therein a schedule of expendi- 
tures actually made from proceeds of the certified 
bond issues. 


STATISTICAL INFORMATION FOR PERIOD 1951-55 


During the period, 1951-55, there were a maximum 
of 118 organized irrigation and water storage districts 
existing at one time. Annual reports were received 
each vear from about 105 of the districts. Throughout 
the period, the Big Valley, Hills Valley, Kings River 
Delta, Lucerne, Mendota, Mokelumne River, and Tule 
Irrigation Districts reported that they were inactive. 
The Central California, Elk Grove, Galt, Kinneola, 
South Bay, and Tulelake Irrigation Districts were 
formed. The Baxter Creek and the Tracy-Clover Irri- 
gation Districts were dissolved, the former by involun- 
tary procedure and the latter by voluntary procedure. 
The El Cajon Irrigation District was annexed to the 
La Mesa, Lemon Grove, and Spring Valley Irrigation 
District. 

The Camp Far West, Carpenter, James, Potter 
Valley, Serrano, Terra Bella, and Woodbridge Irriga- 
tion Districts completed retirement of their bond 
issues, while the Central California, Imperial, La Mesa- 
Lemon Grove and Spring Valley, Oakdale, Paradise, 
Scott Valley, and South San Joaquin Irrigation Dis- 
tricts sold new bonds in the total amount of $64,940,- 
000. Five districts were in default prior to 1951. 
Three of them, the El Camino, Maxwell, and Stinson 
Irrigation Districts, remain in that status. Land- 
owners in the Maxwell Irrigation District have ac- 
quired all outstanding bonds and have placed them in 
escrow pursuant to agreement. The bonds are con- 
sidered unenforceable by the District’s legal advisor. 
The Baxter Creek and Tule Irrigation Districts liqui- 
dated their indebtedness according to terms of an 
interlocutory decree entered by the United States 
District Court for Northern California on January 3, 
1946. 

The tables following this section contain a summary 
of information reported by the irrigation districts and 
water storage districts for the vears 1951 through 
1955. They cover the field operations and the financial 
status of the districts at the close of each year. 


{ 


Tables of Statistical Data for 
Each Year of the Period 1951-55 

Irrigation district statistics are presented in Tables 
I through VI for each year of the period 1951-55. 

Table I gives data on source and distribution of 
water supplies. Data showing ‘‘ Water Diverted in 
Acre-Feet’’ are believed to be more reliable than those 
showing *‘ Water Reported Delivered in Acre-Feet.”’ 
The latter is more difficult to measure, and the uses 
are varied and mixed in numerous instances. ‘*‘ Water 
Lost and/or Spilled’’ is believed to occur in many 
more instances than is indicated in the tables. 

Table Il gives data on irrigated acreage, dry- 
farmed acreage, and crops grown in the districts. 

Table IIT presents a summary of assessments levied, 
amount of assessments delinquent, tax sales certifi- 
cates, and tax deeded lands. The column shown in 
this table in previous reports on ‘‘Percentage of 
Assessment Delinquent’? has been deleted because of 
apparent differences of interpretation as to the basis 
for computing the percentage. 

Table IV shows annual receipts and disbursements. 
Inasmuch as the accounting procedure followed by 
the districts is not uniform, an accurate analysis of 
such data is precluded. An attempt has been made 
to present the figures reported in the annual state- 
ments in such a manner as to facilitate comparison of 
district operations from year to year. Strict compari- 
sons of disbursements for administration with those 
for operation and maintenance should not be made in 
some instances, since a number of districts did not 
report such expenditures in sufficient detail to make 
comparisons. 

Table V gives data on outstanding bonds and war- 
rants as of December 31 of each vear. 


Table VI is a directory of irrigation districts. 


1951 
TABLES OF STATISTICAL DATA 


Table 

———e sees Data on Water Supplies 
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